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before Brutus, only to give him an occafion of being more eafily
exafperated. Add to this, that the injury he had receiv'd from
Cqffius, had long been brooding in his mind 3 and that a melan-
choly man, upon conlideration of an affront, efpecially from a
Friend, would be more eager in his pafiion, than he who had
given it, though [the latter be] naturally more cholenck. (Sign, a.)
******
How defective Shakefpear and Fletcher have been in all their
Plots, Mr. Rymer has difcover'd in his Criticifins:    *        *
The difference between Shakefpear and Fletcher in their
Plotting feems to be this ; that Shakefpear generally moves more
terror, and Fletcher more companion : For the firft had a more
Mafculine, a bolder and more fiery Genius; the Second a more
foft and Womanim. In the mechanic beauties of the Plot,
which are the Obfervation of the three Unities, Time, Place, and
Aftion, they are both deficient; but Shakefpear moft. Ben*
Johnfon reformed thofe errors in his Comedies, yet one of Shake-
fpears was Regular before him: which is, The Merry Wives of
IFindfor. For what remains concerning the defign, yon are to
be refer'd to our Englifh Critic.   (Sign, a 3.)
******
A chara6ter, or that which diflinguilhes one man from all
others, cannot be fuppof d to confifl of one particular Virtue, or
Vice, or paffion only; but't is a compofition of qualities which
are not contrary to one another in the fame perfon : thus the
fame man may be liberal and valiant, but not liberal and
covetous$ fo in a Comical charadter, or humour, (which is an
inclination to this, or that particular folly) Falflqff is a lyar, and
a coward, a Glutton, and a Buffon, becaufe all thefe qualities
may agree in the fame man; (Sign, a 4.) * * * 'Tis one
of the excellencies of Shakefpear, that the manners of his perfons
are generally apparent; and you fee their bent and inclinations
* * * Our Shakefpear, having afcrib'd to Henry the Fourth
the character of a King, and of a Father, gives him the perfed